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The Canons of The Episcopal Church state: 
 
The couple shall notify the Member of the Clergy of their intent to marry at least thirty days 
prior to the solemnization; provided that if one of the parties is a member of the Congregation 
of the Member of the Clergy, or both parties can furnish satisfactory evidence of the need for 
shortening the time, this requirement can be waived for weighty cause; in which case the 
Member of the Clergy shall immediately report this action in writing to the Bishop. 
 
Prior to the solemnization, the Member of the Clergy shall determine:  

a) that both parties have the right to marry according to the laws of the State and consent 
to do so freely, without fraud, coercion, mistake as to the identity of either, or mental 
reservation; and  

b) that at least one of the parties is baptized; and  
c) that both parties have been instructed by the Member of the Clergy, or a person known 

by the Member of the Clergy to be competent and responsible, in the nature, purpose, 
and meaning, as well as the rights, duties and responsibilities of marriage.  

 
And, prior to the solemnization, the parties shall sign the following Declaration of Intention: 
 
We understand the teaching of the church that God’s purpose for our marriage is for our mutual 
joy, for the help and comfort we will give to each other in prosperity and adversity, and, when it 
is God's will, for the gift and heritage of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of 
God. We also understand that our marriage is to be unconditional, mutual, exclusive, faithful, 
and lifelong; and we engage to make the utmost effort to accept these gifts and fulfill these 
duties, with the help of God and the support of our community. 
 
We the undersigned do so declare our intention: 
 
 

__________________________________      __________________________________ 
Signature            Signature  
 
 
__________________________________       __________________________________ 
Print Name           Print Name  
 
 
__________________________________   
Date 


